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TO BLANDING, UTAH

The town of Blanding is your base camp for adventure
like you'll find nowhere else. Dinosaurs, pictographs,
petroglyphs,archaeological remnantsoflostcivilizations,
and the newly designated Bears Ears National Monument
are just a few of the attractions of this little town on the
Edge of the Cedars. The Dinosaur Museum's collection
and displays will transport you back millions of years.
Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum has a collection of
ancient Native American pottery and artifacts unequaled
the world over. Recapture Canyon and its reservoir will
keep hikers and fishermen occupied with archaeological
sites down the canyon, and pike and trout up the canyon
on the other side of the dam. Natural Bridges National
Monument, Lake Powell and the archaeological
sites in and around Comb Ridge and Cedar Mesa are
all a day trip from this centrally-located base camp.
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BYRON CLARKE
OCCUPATION:

€00 for Utah Navajo
Health System Inc.

WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL DAY IN BLANDING?

Waking up and heading up to the mountains. There is nothing
better than spending a warm summer day on Elk Ridge or the
Abajo mountains and hiking with my family and friends. Being so
close to the mountains is special.

ANY ADVICE TO A NEWBIE?
Keep coming back!

BLANDING IN ONE WORD?
Cozy.

BEST DISH IN TOWN?
Pesto Chicken Sandwich - Blue Mountain Hospital.

WHY DO YOU LIVE IN BLANDING?
That small town feel, and no traffic.
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TYLER IVINS

OCCUPATION:

The Monticello Hideout
Golf Pro

Rancher

WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL DAY IN BLANDING?
It doesn't matter if | am on the mountain or in the desert, as
long as | have my family and my horses with me, that is the

ideal day. We get up early and play hard all day, we don't waste
a minute of good weather and sunshine.

ANY ADVICE TO A NEWBIE?
Take it all in, this is God's country.

BLANDING IN ONE WORD?
Community.

BEST DISH IN TOWN?
My wife's cooking is the best in town.

WHY DO YOU LIVE IN BLANDING?

The great people that live here, and the sense of community you
feel. It's a great place to raise kids and do the things we love. There
isno place in the world like San Juan County.
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- DALLIN &

OCCUPATION:

Dallin - Owner of Ace Hardware
Jeremy - Blanding City Manager

WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL DAY IN BLANDING?

Our ideal day in Blanding is July 4th Independence Day Celebration
every year. The entire town comes together to celebrate Independence
Day with a big parade, music, food, and fun. All that is topped off
with an amazing firework display at the end of the day. Blanding
is really about the people and nothing shows off the people of
Blanding better than that celebration.

ANY ADVICE TO A NEWBIE?
Just have a good time and enjoy the area.

BLANDING IN ONE WORD?
People.

BEST DISH IN TOWN?
Homestead Steakhouse Navajo Taco.

WHY DO YOU LIVE IN BLANDING?

We love the landscape, the people, and the feeling of connectedness
to the area. There is something special about Blanding that can't be
explained, only felt, and it keeps us grounded and connected.
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LYNNE
SHUMWAY

OCCUPATION:
Blanding Visitor Center Director
LaPetite Flower Shop Florist

WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL DAY IN BLANDING?

| love to share the outdoors here with family and friends. There is
so much adventure to choose from. My favorite is a thrilling ATV
ride through Arch Canyon. From sunup to sundown, the light of day
allows me to see and feel the warmth of my immediate surroundings

and feel gratitude for being blessed to live in such an amazing place.

ANY ADVICE TO A NEWBIE?
The Dinosaur Museum & Edge of the Cedars State Park Museum
are must-see’s!

BEST DISH IN TOWN?

A salad at Pop's Burritos rivals a delicious burger at Patio
Drive-In. For breakfast, Yak's Café does a variety of tasty meals
and is gluten-free conscientious.

WHY DO YOU LIVE IN BLANDING?
Ilovethesurroundingareasandthe opportunitiesforlearningand
exploring. | love the peace and safety of this small town with
people who genuinely care about each other. | love the histories
of the people who have called it "HOME," from years ago to the
present and who have worked hard to make it a great place to
live. | love being a part of this special place!
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HOMEMADE BAKING POWDER kISCUITS

Each morning two recipes passed down from generation to generation are used to make sure your
dinner experience is unlike any other in town. The first is an authentic raspberry jam, and the second is
a buttery baking powder biscuit that will keep you coming back each time you pass through Blanding.
Homestead Steakhouse « 121 East Center Street « 435-678-3456

»

HUNT'S TRADING POST CAPPUCCINO

Owned by Debbie Hunt and Wayne Day. Debbie and Wayne come from two families that have owned
and operated trading posts in the Four Corners region since the late 1800s. Wayne's grandfather,
Sam, was renowned as the only white man able to understand and sing all the Navajo medicine man
ceremonies and was accepted into the tribe as an apprentice.

Hunt's Trading Post « 146 East Center Street « 435-678-2739
utahscanyoncountry.com | 15
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HOUSTON BURGER & TRADITIONAL SHAKES
Opened in 1959, Patio has been a staple in Blanding history for many generations and
continues to be a staple thanks to Lana and Ricky Arthur who have owned Patio since 2009.
Butit's not just the food that's amazing, Patio has the best fry-sauce in Utah. Five gallons
of their homemade sauce are freshly made and sold each day!

Patio Drive-In « 95 North Grayson Parkway - 435-678-2177

YAK'S SPECIAL

Ever heard of a one-man band? Well this is a one-woman diner. Owned and operated by
Tamy Jaramillo, Tamy is an avid barrel racer that puts that same passion into the meals
she serves her guests. Yak's Café is wildly popularamongst the locals and it's a guarantee
each item on the menu is worth trying.

Yak's Café « 140 North US Hwy 191 « 435-678-2555
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BUSINESS NAME  CUISINE PHONE # OFFERING
LUNCH | DINNER
A&W Restaurant | Fast Food | 435-678-3900 OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Clarks Market . BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER
Grocery & Deli Deli ) 435-678-2721 OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Homestead |Steak House LUNCH | DINNER | PATIO
Steakhouse | & Mexican | 020783456 | (e JAN, OPEN REST OF YEAR
Hunt's Coffees COFFEE | TEA
Trading Post &Teas 435-678-2739 OPEN YEAR-ROUND
. BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER
Maverik Fast Food | 435-678-3917 OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Lo Diner &
Patio Drive-In 435-678-2177 LUNCH | DINNER | PATIO
Fast Food
Pop’s Burritos Mexican & 435-678-2413 | BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER
Fast Food
BREAKFAST | LUNCH | DINNER
Subway Fast Food | 435-678-3616 OPEN YEAR-ROUND
Yak's Café American | 435-678-2555 BREAKFAST | LUNCH

utahscanyoncountry.com | 17




LODGING
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ABAJO HAVEN GUEST CABINS

"We are always getting into a new adventure right out our back door! We are amazed by
the diversity of this area. One day we are in alpine terrain and the next we are in red rock
canyon country. This is our dream home and area to live in and we would like to share the
adventures with you!” - Owner Bill Haven & Family

Abajo Haven Guest Cabins « 5440 North Cedar Edge Lane « 435-979-3126
' PR— o S—
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£ ¥ I
CAMP JACKSON LODGE

Set in the majestic Manti-La Sal National Forest, this aspen-surrounded oasis is the
perfect spot for large family reunions, group retreats, youth camps, and more! It's located 40
minutes up the mountain road north of Blanding. Sleeps up to 62, plus 8 additional tent
sites. Can accommodate groups up to 75 guests. RV parking.

Camp Jackson « Johnson Creek Road (NW of Blanding) « 435-220-1050
utahscanyoncountry.com | 19




HITE - LAKE POWELL

Historic Hite is a flooded ghost town at the north end of Lake Powell named after Cass Hite, an early
settler. Hite is adjacent to the confluence of the Colorado and Dirty Devil Rivers and is the gateway
to southeast Utah's most scenic and adventurous places including Canyonlands, Sundance Trail, Dark
Canyon, White Canyon, the Black Hole, and Lake Powell. Hite Outpost's new stationary RVs provide
visitors the option to camp in comfort.

Hite Outpost and Adventure Center « 1 Hite Marina Road, Hite « 435-233-6822

e b e i

STONE LIZARD LODGE & BLUE MOUNTAIN RV PARK
Stone Lizard, Blanding's first hotel established in 1947, and Blue Mountain RV Park are owned and
operated by locals, Craig and Kathy Simpson. The Simpson family is known for their hospitality, the
lodge's freshly baked cinnamon rolls, and rooms inspired by the surrounding Ancestral Puebloan
dwellings. With the RV park’s sunset views of the bear's ears and snout; the ears being the buttes after
which Bears Ears National Monument is named. Both locations boast the areas heritage and beauty.

Stone Lizard Lodge » 435-678-3323 « Blue Mountain RV Park « 435-678-7840
20 | LODGING
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0OPTIONS

BUSINESS NAME WEBSITE PHONE # AMENITIES
Abajo Haven . =
Guest Cabins abajohaven.com 435-979-3126 (‘) =
Apple Lane canyonlandslodging.com 435-220-1050 | &
Cabin & Cottage Y 9ing. ) : o
. blandingbunkhouse =
Blanding Bunkhouse weebly.com 435-459-1537 | () 2
Blanding Super 8 wyndhamhotels.com 435-678-3880 | & & (5»
Blue Mtn RV ) =
&Trading Post bluemountainrvpark.com 435-678-7840 | /& A
Camp Jackson .
Resort, Lodge, canyonlandslodging.com 435-220-1050 (‘) " &
Cabins & Lake
Cedars .
Country Cottage canyonlandslodging.com 435-220-1050 | &

Family Retreats

retreatsforus.com

435-429-1160

QOO OO0 OPP D006 6

Four Corners Inn fourcornersinnblanding.com | 435.678-3257 | ‘& & (5,
Juniper Ridge . =
Family Cabin canyonlandslodging.com 435-220-1050 | &
Mustang Mesa Cabin canyonlandslodging.com 435-220-1050 | &
'\:;::ff;o;e prospectormotorlodge.com 435-678-4022 | &
Ranch Cabin canyonlandslodging.com 435-220-1050 | & 5 0
Rodeway Inn & Suites choicehotels.com 435-678-3271 | & = & 2 [
Stone Lizard Lodge stonelizardlodge.com 435-678-3323 ‘g' S

LODGING & AMENITIES KEY:

@ Cabins @ Hotel/Motel % Rental House RV Park @ Tent Camping

() Horse Stables ‘ &2 Pet Friendly ‘ 2 Wireless ‘ & Accessible ‘ A Pool ‘ Breakfast Included

utahscanyoncountry.com | 21




SHOPPING
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LOCAL NATIVE AMERICAN ARTS & CRAFTS

In the fall of 1975, the Simpson family completed the Blue Mountain Trading Post. It
has continued for over 30 years as the cutting edge in gallery-quality Native American
arts and crafts from the Ute, Navajo and Zuni tribes.

Blue Mountain Trading Post « 1930 South Main Street « 435-678-7840

N

NATIVE AMERICAN HAND-PAINTED POTTERY

The artists at Cedar Mesa Pottery produce only one-of-a-kind pieces often featuring
contemporary designs for your collection. Each piece is handcrafted using modern
techniques and signed by their Navajo artist.

Cedar Mesa Pottery « 333 South Main Street « 435-678-2241

utahscanyoncountry.com | 23



LOCAL PHARMACY

Tourists, vacationers, business travelers, and anyone who has wandered far from home have all
experienced it: no matter how well planned a trip, medical needs find their way to us as we travel.
San Juan Pharmacy has the prescription, medicine, sun screen, rash cream, and even chocolate to
make your aches and pains better.

San Juan Pharmacy « 65 South Main Street « 435-678-2781

BEARS EARS SOUVENIRS
People are always asking questions, directions, and general information about the Bears Ears
National Monument, however very few souvenirs exist that represent Bears Ears. These souvenirs
are hand-painted by a young Native American artist and portray the Native American connection.

Yak's Café « 333 North Grayson Parkway « 435-678-2555
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&\ SHOPPING OPTIONS

BUSINESS NAME

DESCRIPTION

WEBSITE

PHONE #

Blanding
Visitor Center

Gift shop, souvenirs

visitblanding.com

435-678-3662

Blue Mountain
RV & Trading Post

Fine sterling silver
jewelry and other gifts,
souvenirs and books

bluemountainrvpark.com

435-678-7840

Unique, hand-crafted

Mes(;eg:trtery a;fﬂ Fe’:l'c';‘:‘;;‘t::r‘;e cmpottery.com 435-678-2241
Cotssute bk | CTshOsouents | ers | 354782238
Redd's Ace storzr:v(:::oc:rar:}:lizgi:v:;:ﬁes facebook.com/ 435-678-2228
Hardware & cleaning supples Redds1911
hamay | dothing oy, prarmacy - 435.678.2781
Yak's Café Bears Ears souvenirs yaks.cafe 435-678-2555
LAKE POWELL
Hite Marina Gift shop, souvenirs lakepowell.com 435-684-2278

utahscanyoncountry.com | 25
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NATURAL BRIDGES NATIONAL MONUMENT

Three majestic natural bridges invite you to ponder the power of water in a landscape

usually defined by its absence. View them from an overlook, or hit the trails and experience
their grandeur from below. Declared a National Monument in 1908, Natural Bridges was
also designated the first International Dark Sky Park in 2007.

35 Miles East of Blanding on Highway 95 « 435-692-1234

EDGE OF THE CEDARS STATE PARK MUSEUM

View the largest collection of Ancestral Puebloan (Anasazi) pottery on display in the
Four Corners Region and explore an authentic Puebloan village behind the museum. In
addition to the permanent collections, Edge of the Cedars offers special exhibits, festivals,

and events throughout the year.
660 W 400 N, Blanding - 435-678-2238

utahscanyoncountry.com | 27
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HOVENWEEP NATIONAL MONUMENT
Once home to over 2,500 people, Hovenweep includes six prehistoric villages built
between A.D. 1200 and 1300. Explore a variety of structures and towers perched on canyon
rims and balanced on boulders. The construction and attention to detail will leave you
marveling at the skill and motivation of the builders.

45 Miles southeast of Blanding (do not use GPS) « 970-562-4282

M

HOUSE ON FIRE & BEARS EARS NATIONAL MONUMEN

Bears Ears is home to thousands of archaeological and cultural sites that are well over
13,000 years old, Ancestral Puebloans built dwellings, granaries, kivas, towers, villages,
and an ancient road system linking them together. The numerous and varied collections of
sites are found in the southern unit of the Monument.

13 Miles East of Blanding on Highway 95 « 435-678-3662 (Blanding Visitor Center)
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The Dinosaur Museum, one of the best and most unique museums in the country, if not
the world, is located here in Blanding. There are two main reasons for this distinction.
The first is that The Dinosaur Museum has the complete history of the world of dinosaurs
and some of the most complete displays and rarest artifacts in the paleo world. The
second reason to visit this museum is that the incredible displays were all made by
hand by the two founders of the museum, Stephen and Sylvia Czerkas. Not only are
they both accomplished paleontologists and sculptors, they have a connection to
Hollywood as well. Stephen Czerkas spent his early career sculpting dinosaurs and other
creatures for the Motion Picture Industry. The museum houses the largest collection of

dinosaur and reptile-related movie memorabilia on display in the world, as well as a
fascinating exhibit on the huge role of dinosaurs in pop culture, media, and movies.

In 1981, Stephen's career transitioned into commissions for life-size dinosaurs for
museums all over the world. Sylvia, who runs the museum now, has a background
in art and lights up when asked about the displays. There is also a display of
petrified trees. They're older than the dinosaurs themselves, and of the six specimens
of this quality in the world, Blanding has three. It is an unexpected treat to have a
museum on the level of the Dinosaur Museum located in a small town like Blanding.

utahscanyoncountry.com | 29



FUN THINGS TO DO

IN BLANDING & BEYOND
NATIONS OF THE FOUR CORNERS

A great hiking trail that is representative of the region’s many backcountry hikes, but it sits on the
edge of Blanding! A historical site and hikes for the whole family. Be sure to walk the natural bridge!

THE DINOSAUR MUSEUM

At The Dinosaur Museum, you will experience the complete history of the dinosaurs including;
skeletons, fossilized skin, eggs, footprints, state-of-the-art graphics, and realistic sculptures.

SAN JUAN THEATER

San Juan Theater is a quaint single screen movie theater with nightly showings at 7:00pm Mon-Sat.
Did we mention it also has fair prices so the whole family can come without breaking the bank?

EDGE OF THE CEDARS STATE PARK MUSEUM

View the largest collection of Ancestral Puebloan (Anasazi) pottery on display in the Four Corners
Region and explore an authentic Puebloan village behind the museum.

BLANDING VISITOR CENTER

Enjoy a tour of our town's history and learn about the cultures that make Blanding an amazing
place. The staff is kind and knowledgeable, they'll get you where you want to go!

POP'S AXE THROWING

Pop's Axe Throwing is located in Pop’s Burritos in town. They wanted to bring the thrill of a
traditional backcountry activity to our community and provide travelers with a unique experience
of a meal and activity in one spot!

WELLNESS CENTER

Blanding City's Wellness Center features two full-size basketball courts that can also be utilized for
volleyball and pickleball. It also has a fitness center and an aerobics classroom. The outdoor pool is
open seasonly in the summer months.

FIVE KIVA PUEBLO

Five Kiva Pueblo is unique because it's literally in the city limits! A short hike across the canyon on a
well-marked trail leads to an alcove where you can see the remnants of Ancestral Pueblan dwellings.

BUTLER WASH

Dwelling, storage and ceremonial structures, including four kivas. Located in a side canyon of
Butler Wash on the east side of Comb Ridge.
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VISIT SAN JUAN COUNTY

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

365 N Main St, Monticello
435-587-1500
bIm.gov/office/monticello-field-office

CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK

435-259-4711
nps.gov/cany

MANTI LA SAL NTL FOREST (USFS)
432 East Center Street, Monticello
435-587-2041
fs.usda.gov/mantilasal/

MONTICELLO WELCOME CENTER
216 S. Main St. (US Hwy 191), Monticello
435-587-2271
BLANDING

BLANDING VISITOR CENTER

12 North Grayson Parkway (US Hwy 191)
435-678-3662
visitblanding.com

EDGE OF THE CEDARS
STATE PARK & MUSEUM

660 West 400 North, Blanding
435-678-2238
stateparks.utah.gov/parks/edge-of-the-cedars

GLEN CANYON NTL REC AREA
Up Lake Information: 435-684-7420
nps.gov/glca

HOVENWEEP NTL MONUMENT
General Information: 970-562-4282
nps.gov/hove

NATURAL BRIDGES NTL MONUMENT
General Information: 435-692-1234
nps.gov/nabr

BLUFF

BEARS EARS
EDUCATION CENTER

567 W Main St, Bluff
435-414-0343
bearsearsmonument.org

BLUFF FORT (SEASONAL)

55 North 6th East
435-672-9995
hirf.org

FOUR CORNERS MONUMENT
928-871-6647
navajonationparks.org

GOOSENECKS STATE PARK

Hwy 316 near the junction with US Hwy 162
North of Mexican Hat

stateparks.utah.gov/parks/goosenecks

MONUMENT VALLEY

NAVAJO TRIBAL PARK
435-727-5870
navajonationparks.org

MONUMENT VALLEY
VISITOR CENTER

US Hwy 163 Monument Valley Junction
435-727-5871
www.navajonationparks.org

RAINBOW BRIDGE
NATIONAL MONUMENT

928-608-6200
nps.gov/rabr

VISITOR INFORMATION

is available from the national, state, and tribal
parks. Visitor Centers in Blanding, Bluff, and
Monticello are stocked with brochures, maps,
books, videos, and mementos. The centers are
staffed by knowledgable local residents who will

assist with information to make your visit exceptional.
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FEATURED EVENTS
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JULY 4™ 2020

Blanding City 4th of July/Independence Day
Celebration is one of the best events in the
state! It's capped off with the largest free
firework show in the State of Utah.

DUTCH OVEN DAYS
FALL FESTIVAL

A Fall Festival for the whole family! Enjoy
hayrides, the corn pit, pumpkin patch, dutch
oven cookoff, local crafts, farm vendors and
so much more!

DARK SKY -
STAR PARTIES

San Juan County has three parks that host
multiple Dark Sky Events throughout the
year.These include Natural Bridges National
Monument, Hovenweep National Monument
and Goosenecks State Park. Visit Edge of
the Cedars or the aforementioned parks for
more information.

SAN JUAN COUNTY CALENDAR
BLUFF INTERNATIONAL BALLOON FESTIVAL
JANUARY - BLUFF
CELEBRATE CEDAR MESA
MARCH - BLUFF
ARCHAEOLOGY DAY AT EDGE OF THE CEDARS
MAY - BLANDING
FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE FORT
MAY-AUGUST (EVERY OTHER FRIDAY) + BLUFF
SAN JUAN STAMPEDE PRO RODEO
JUNE - MONTICELLO
RANGER-LED ASTRONOMY PROGRAMS AT NATURAL BRIDGES & HOVENWEEP NTL. MONUMENTS
JUNE-SEPTEMBER (17-2 NIGHTS/WK - CALL AHEAD) = NATURAL BRIDGES & HOVENWEEP
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION
JULY - BLANDING
PIONEER DAY CELEBRATION
JULY - MONTICELLO
ABAJO ENDURO MTN. BIKE RACE
AUGUST - MONTICELLO
SAN JUAN COUNTY FAIR
AUGUST - MONTICELLO
YOUNG EAGLES FLY-IN
AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER - MONTICELLO
SAN JUAN ATV SAFARI
SEPTEMBER - MONTICELLO/BLANDING
DUTCH OVEN DAYS
OCTOBER - BLANDING
BLUFF ARTS FESTIVAL
OCTOBER - BLUFF
BLUFF SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
DECEMBER - BLUFF
DARK SKY DISCOVERY SERIES AT CANYON COUNTRY DISCOVERY CENTER
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR - MONTICELLO
EXHIBITS & LECTURES AT EDGE OF THE CEDARS STATE PARK
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR - BLANDING
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VISIBLE STORAGE AT EDGE OF
THE CEDARS STATE PARK

HOMESTEAD STEAKHOUSE

ATVS IN ARCH CANYON

POP’S BURRITOS

THE DINOSAUR MUSEUM

CEDAR MESA POTTERY

CLIFF PALACE MOTEL

PRAYER ARCH AT
NATIONS OF THE FOUR CORNERS

PATIO DINER

O 0O -~ OO O o WO N0

K3 cutanscanyoNcoUNTRY
@UTAHSCANYONCOUNTRY o« @VISITBLANDING
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Produced by: San Juan County Economic Development & Visitor Services
Monticello, UT - 800-574-4386 - 435-587-3235



