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“It depends.”
- Christopher Douwes, FHWA
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FHWA Disclaimer: Except for any statutes or regulations 

cited, the contents of this presentation do not have the force 

and effect of law and are not meant to bind the States or the 

public in any way. This presentation is intended only to 

provide information regarding existing requirements under the 

law or agency policies.

OPRD Disclaimer: these are publicly available presentation 

materials. Some content has been modified or added by 

ORPD staff. OPRD staff does not represent FHWA.



https://transportation.gov/dot-navigator

DOT Navigator

Coordinating and Improving Access to the range of DOT 

Technical Assistance Resources

Sample Grant Application Resources

• Overview of DOT Funding and Financing

• USDOT Discretionary Grant Process

• Understanding Federal Match Requirements

• Federal Tools to Determine Disadvantaged Community Status

• Maximizing Award Success

• Is Federal Funding the Right Fit for My Organization?

• Technical Assistance Resources
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https://transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dot-navigator/technical-assistance-resources
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Technical Assistance

Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (PBIC) develops and shares 

resources vital to advancing mobility, access, equity, and safety for 

pedestrians and bicyclists. https://www.pedbikeinfo.org/

Local Technical Assistance Programs (LTAP) provide training, technical 

assistance, and tech transfer in each State. https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/clas/ltap/ 

 

Tribal Technical Assistance Programs (TTAP) provide technical assistance 

to Tribal governments to administer transportation programs.

https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap

Build America Center: This USDOT program will offer educational programs, 

information, and resources for transportation agencies in all areas of alternative and 
innovative project financing and delivery. It will help public entities access technical 
assistance in financial planning and innovation project delivery methods, as well as 
provide education and training. 
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-
america-center
 

https://www.pedbikeinfo.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/clas/ltap/
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-tribal/partners-resources/ttap
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/about/build-america-institute/build-america-center
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.pdf 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.pdf


Connecting Communities: Integrating Transportation and Recreation
• We can connect and integrate transportation and recreation infrastructure.

• Trails: spines for transportation networks.

• “Transportation” and “Recreation” aren’t an either/or!
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Bridges and Tunnels: Essential Links for Networks

• Long life spans: Plan for future demand, use, and reuse.

• Bridges connect communities.
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Tunnels and Underpasses: Essential Links for Networks
• Reconnect communities.

10



Recreational trails used for transportation
• Network spines: rail-trails and other shared use paths.

• No Federal law or regulation requires pavement.

• Accessibility requires “firm and stable”.

• No Federal law or regulation prohibits equestrian use.
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Background

• Nearly 40,000 projects since 1992: $14.6 billion
• 10% of Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) Program: $1.4 billion/year
• Projects also eligible for STBG funds.
• Up to $84 million/year set-aside for Recreational Trails Program
• See https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/ 
• Guidance issued March 30, 2022

Photo source: American Tobacco Trail, Durham NC and Holmes County Rail-Trail, 

Ohio: National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse project library

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/guidance/ta_guidance_2022.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/guidance/ta_guidance_2022.pdf
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Competitive project selection process

• TA Set-Aside projects must be selected through a 
competitive process submitted by eligible entities.

• Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) select 
projects for large urbanized areas (over 200,000).

• State DOTs select projects for “any area”, small 
urbanized, small urban, and rural funds.

• States may develop a process to further suballocate.
• New: Prioritization for high-need areas.

Top photo source: Red Creek Bridge over I-75, near MI-134. Coalition for Recreational 

Trails, www.americantrails.org/awards/CRT05awards/redcreek.html.

Bottom photo source: Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway Land Bridge over I-75, 

south of Ocala FL, www.americantrails.org/i/resourceimages/landbridge2.jpg.
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Eligible Project Sponsors

• Local governments;
• Regional transportation authorities;
• Transit agencies;
• Natural resource or public land agencies;

• May include Federal, State, or local public land agencies

• School districts, local education agencies, or schools;
• Tribal governments; 
• Metropolitan Planning Organization for small urbanized area (under 200,000);
• Nonprofit entity 
• Any other local or regional governmental entity with responsibility for oversight of 

transportation or recreational trails (other than an MPO or a State agency) that the 
State determines to be eligible… 

• State DOT, only at request of another eligible entity.
• RTP project sponsors determined by States. Photo source: Stuart Macdonald, 

American Trails: www.americantrails.org

http://www.americantrails.org/
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Eligible Projects

The TA Set-Aside authorizes funding for programs and 
projects defined as transportation alternatives, including:
• On- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including trails for 

nonmotorized use.
• Construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing areas.
• Community improvement activities:

• Historic preservation
• Vegetation management

• Environmental mitigation for stormwater and habitat connectivity
• Recreational trail projects
• Safe routes to school (SRTS) projects
• Vulnerable Road User Safety Assessments

Photo source: Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center: www.pedbikeimages.org. 
Top: Olympia, WA, 2006 by Dan Burden  Bottom: Ft Pierce, FL, 2006 by Dan Burden

http://www.pedbikeimages.org/
http://www.pedbikeimages.org/resultsAdv.cfm?photog=Dan%20Burden
http://www.pedbikeimages.org/resultsAdv.cfm?photog=Dan%20Burden
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Related Eligibility

TA eligibility includes:
• All projects eligible under SRTS and RTP
• All pedestrian and bicycle projects eligible under 23 U.S.C. 217

23 U.S.C. 217 includes:
• Shared micromobility; new definition for electric bicycles

Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) eligibility includes:
• All projects eligible under TA Set-Aside
• STBG allows recreational trail maintenance and restoration
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Treatment of Projects

• Generally: STBG projects, including TA Set-Aside, must be treated as 
projects on a Federal-aid highway.

• Excludes: Recreational Trails Program (RTP) projects.

New under BIL:
• Any recreational trail funded under 23 U.S.C. 104(b) to use same 

procedures State uses for RTP projects.
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Federal Share

• Generally: 80% Federal share, with sliding scale

• Flexibility:
• HSIP funds credit, programmatic Federal share, financial controls
• Some Safety projects may be up to 100%
• Projects on Federal lands
• Tribal and Federal land transportation funds may match
• In-kind match is permitted (23 U.S.C. 323(c)).

• Recreational trails using FHWA apportioned funds use RTP match.
• RTP funds may match or be matched by other Federal funds.

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/directives/notices/n4540-12a1.cfm
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Recreational Trails Program Purpose

• Provides funds to the States to develop and maintain recreational 
trails for all trail uses.

• Usually administered through a State resource agency.

• $1.5 billion for 26,500 projects since 1993.

• Up to $84.1 million/year, apportioned at 2009 levels.

• Part of $281 million in Fed motor fuel excise tax paid by OHV users.

• States solicit and select projects for funding.

• 80% Federal share, with flexibility.
• RTP funds may match or be matched by other Federal funds.

• Some in-kind may be donated prior to project approval.

• Project sponsors are encouraged to use Youth Corps.

• No changes in BIL except new provision to treat any recreational 
trail project as an RTP project.

State Trail Administrators build a 

boardwalk, White Clay Creek State 

Park, DE, September 21, 2005. 

Source: FHWA.

http://www.corpsnetwork.org/


20

Infographic created by the 

Coalition for Recreational 

Trails (CRT)
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Youth Corps and Workforce Development

• MAP-21 Section 1524, Youth Corps, is still in effect.

• DOT encourages States to have contracts and cooperative agreements 
with qualified Youth Service and Conservation Corps.

• TA projects, trails, pedestrian and bicycle, safe routes to school, byways.

• Corps provide workforce development training.

• Agencies can sole source contracts and agreements to qualified Corps.

• https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/guid
ance/youth_workforcedev_2018.cfm

• The Corps Network: Trails and Transportation webpage.

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/guidance/youth_workforcedev_2018.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/guidance/youth_workforcedev_2018.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/guidance/youth_workforcedev_2018.cfm
https://corpsnetwork.org/our-impact/trails-and-transportation/
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Build America, Buy America

Buy America Background

23 U.S.C. 313(a):

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the Secretary of 
Transportation shall not obligate any funds authorized to be appropriated 
to carry out the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 (96 Stat. 
2097) or this title and administered by the Department of Transportation, 
unless steel, iron, and manufactured products used in such project are 
produced in the United States. (emphasis added)
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Build America, Buy America

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law – Build America, 
Buy America Act (BABA)
• BABA Section 70914 includes a Buy America preference that all Federal agencies must 

apply to any Federal financial assistance program for infrastructure that is not already 
subject to existing Buy America requirements for the relevant categories.

• BABA Section 70917(a) provides that the Buy America requirements under Section 
70914 apply only to the extent that Federal agencies do not already apply a Buy 
America preference to steel, iron, manufactured products, and construction 
materials. 
• This provision allows FHWA to preserve existing Buy America policies and provisions that meet or exceed the 

standards required by the Build America, Buy America Act, such as its requirements for iron and steel under 
23 U.S.C. 313 and only extend coverage of Buy America to “construction materials.” (emphasis added on all 
bullets)
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Build America, Buy America

Buy America Waiver
• FHWA published Waiver of Buy America Requirements for De Minimis Costs and 

Small Grants. August 16, 2023.
• See https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-

buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info. 
• The Waiver notice is the waiver. No need for waiver applications for projects that 

meet the criteria. It applies to:
• The total value of the noncompliant products is no more than the lesser of 

$1,000,000 or 5% of total applicable costs for the project; or
• The total amount of Federal financial assistance applied to the project, through 

awards or subawards, is below $500,000.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F08%2F16%2F2023-17602%2Fwaiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants&data=05%7C01%7CChristopher.Douwes%40dot.gov%7C516cfd6cfe144fd80d9f08dba24583aa%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638282191663546259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=khYev4ai7iSF7VIFh6IGDl1tLmq1fuePR3fK6gPjsA8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F08%2F16%2F2023-17602%2Fwaiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants&data=05%7C01%7CChristopher.Douwes%40dot.gov%7C516cfd6cfe144fd80d9f08dba24583aa%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638282191663546259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=khYev4ai7iSF7VIFh6IGDl1tLmq1fuePR3fK6gPjsA8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/16/2023-17602/waiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants#further-info
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F08%2F16%2F2023-17602%2Fwaiver-of-buy-america-requirements-for-de-minimis-costs-and-small-grants&data=05%7C01%7CChristopher.Douwes%40dot.gov%7C516cfd6cfe144fd80d9f08dba24583aa%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638282191663546259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=khYev4ai7iSF7VIFh6IGDl1tLmq1fuePR3fK6gPjsA8%3D&reserved=0
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RTP Eligible Projects

• Maintain and restore existing trails (and bridges).

• Construct new trails (limits on Federal lands).

• Develop and rehabilitate trailside and trailhead facilities.

• Purchase and lease trail construction and maintenance 
equipment.

• Acquire easements or property for trails (willing seller only: 
Condemnation is prohibited).

• Trail assessments for accessibility and maintenance.

• Trail safety and environmental protection education.

• State administrative costs.

• RTP projects also eligible under TA Set-Aside and STBG.

Top left: Meduxnekeag River Bridge (Maine): www.americantrails.org/awards/CRT09awards/Meduxnekeag-Trail-Maine-09.html

Top right: Western Wyoming Avalanche detection. www.americantrails.org/awards/CRT04awards/WWyoAvalanche.html

Bottom: NOHVCC Trailer (Tom Umphress, NOHVCC)

http://www.americantrails.org/awards/CRT04awards/WWyoAvalanche.html
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RTP Project Examples

Recreational Trails Program Annual Report

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/

• $1.5 billion for 26,500 projects since 1993

Recreational Trails Program Database

• More than 26,500 project examples

• Searchable by State or project type

• See http://recreationaltrailsinfo.org/ 

• Recently updated by American Trails

Photo source: Peter Axelson, Beneficial Designs

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
http://recreationaltrailsinfo.org/
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Trail Planning and Design Guidance and Research

Many Trail Resources available!

• RTP Publications Page
• Rails-with-Trails: Best Practices and Lessons Learned
• Many Forest Service documents

• NEW: Trails as Resilient Infrastructure 
• NEW: The Future of E-Bikes on Public Lands Research Study
• NEW: Ebike Literature Review and Case Studies

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt2021/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt2021/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt2021/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt2021/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt2021/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/rwt2021/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/trails-resilient-infrastructure-guidebook.pdf
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-planning/studies/e-bikes/
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-planning/studies/e-bikes/
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs-planning/studies/e-bikes/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/resources/e-bikes/ebikes_lit_review.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/resources/e-bikes/#cs
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Keys to Success

DOT Navigator: https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator

National Roadway Safety Strategy https://www.transportation.gov/SS4A

FHWA Pedestrian and Bicycle Program 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/

Transportation Alternatives 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/ 

Recreational Trails Program 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/ 

https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://www.transportation.gov/dot-navigator
https://www.transportation.gov/SS4A
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/


FHWA Contacts
Divisions: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/about/field.cfm

FHWA Website: https://highways.dot.gov/

Project Sponsors: Contact your State TA or RTP manager.
States: Contact your FHWA Division office.
• Transportation Alternatives: 

www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/ 
• State TA Manager contacts

• RTP: www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/ 
• State RTP Administrator contacts

National TA Set-Aside and RTP oversight:  

Christopher Douwes, Community Planner Addison Coley, Transportation Specialist 
christopher.douwes@dot.gov   addison.coley@dot.gov   

Contacts
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https://highways.dot.gov/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
mailto:christopher.douwes@dot.gov
mailto:addison.coley@dot.gov


State Contacts

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/rtpstate.cfm 
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/rtpstate.cfm


Photo credit Katie Sox

Recreational Trails Program: Oregon

Jodi Bellefeuille
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department



OPRD Recreation Grant Programs

• Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

• Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

• Local Government Grant Program (LGGP)

• All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) Grant Program

• County Opportunity Grant Program (COG)

Metolius-Windigo Equestrian Bypass Trail
Oregon Equestrian Trails & Deschutes National Forest

Supported by RTP



Oregon RTP

Agencies and parties involved:

• Oregon FHWA Office

• Oregon Department of Transportation

• Oregon Parks and Recreation Dept. 
(OPRD)

• 10 member RTP Advisory Committee

• OPRD Commission

Multiple RTP projects have recently supported adaptive mountain biking 
(new trails, improving existing trails, trailheads, 

accessibility assessments)

Photo provided by Central Oregon Trail Alliance (COTA)



Oregon RTP Advisory Committee

Membership:

• 3 motorized representatives

• 4 non-motorized representatives

• Accessibility representative

• Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) representatives 
(non-voting)

Role:

• Primary: review and score RTP proposals, 
recommend projects for funding to the 
OPRD Commission

• Advise on state level policy and process, 
scoring criteria, and Statewide Trails Plan

Oregon RTP committee members and staff
touring snowmobile facilities and trails



Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
Funding: 

• Approximately $1.6M/year
• 30% set aside for motorized trail projects
• Remaining 70% for non-motorized
• 40% diverse use met & exceeded, not a separate “pot”
• $10,000 minimum award
• No maximum request amount for motorized proposals

Eligible applicants: 
• Local governments
• State agencies 
• Federal agencies
• Tribal governments
• Nonprofits (must be registered for at least 3 years 

prior to grant application, have permission from land 
manager)



TABLE SHOWING COMPETITIVENESS
2019-2024 Grant Cycles

Funds 
Requested

Funds 
Awarded

Proposals 
Received

Projects 
Funded

Average 
Grant 
Amount

Motorized $4,479,664 $3,265,281 35 27 $121,000

Non-
Motorized

$14,621,466 $7,630,448 126 67 $114,000



Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

Project eligibility:
• Heavy restoration or other improvements of 

existing trails*
• New trail construction
• Trailheads
• Equipment purchases
• Land acquisition
• Safety & education**
• Assessment of trails for maintenance or 

accessibility improvements

*Oregon RTP does not fund regular maintenance
**Under federal law, limited to 5% of annual funding and one single FFY



Federal Equipment Purchases

• RTP law requires federal grantees 
contribute at least 5% of the project cost 
from a non-federal source

• Volunteer labor often meets this for 
construction projects

• Challenging for equipment purchases

• Opportunity to partner with state ATV 
funds



Oregon Dunes 
National 
Recreation Area

• ATV grant funds support ongoing 
operations and maintenance

• Siuslaw National Forest 
periodically applies to RTP for 
major restoration projects that 
are beyond O&M capacity 

(address flooding and shifting 
dunes, improve site lines, etc.)



Oregon State 
Snowmobile 
Association (OSSA)

• The majority of RTP 
motorized funds are 
awarded to OSSA:

• Large snow groomer 
purchases

• Statewide heavy trail 
restoration

• Various construction projects



Avalanche Beacon 
Checking Stations

• OSSA installed avalanche beacon checking station signs at 23 
Sno-Parks across the state

• Benefits motorized and non-motorized winter trail users

• $37k RTP grant matched by volunteer labor for installation

• 2023 RTP Achievement Award Winner



RTP Grants to 
Snowmobile Clubs

• OSSA typically applies to RTP 
for large snow groomers

• Individual clubs have applied 
for smaller equipment 
purchases, warming shelters, 
groomer sheds, etc.



Thousand Springs 
Sno-Park 

• National Forest Foundation 
received an RTP grant to expand 
the Sno-Park

• NFF partnered with USFS and the 
local snowmobile club

• Winter snowmobile trails, summer 
OHV trails

• Expansion specifically needed for 
winter months



McCubbins 
Gulch OHV 
Area 

• Mt. Hood National Forest developed a staging area and expanded the 
trail system with ATV and RTP grant funds

• Northwest Youth Corps supported trail construction

• ATV funds for ongoing O&M



Hood River County 
Foresty

• ATV supports motorized trails

• RTP has funded recent 
non-motorized trail projects

• Other OPRD grant programs 
support campgrounds and 
more



Rim Butte Jeep Trails

• Land manager: Deschutes 
National Forest, Central Oregon 
Combined OHV Operations 
(COHVOPS)

• Partner: Deschutes County 4 
Wheelers

• Development supported by RTP 
(2014 grant, approx. $100k)

• ATV Grant Program funds ongoing 
O&M

• 2018 RTP Achievement Award 
Winner



Tread Lightly!

• RTP safety and education grant 

• Ongoing support from ATV grant program, offers more flexibility than RTP



Winchester Trails 
System, Coos County

• Trail system in a working forest

• RTP supported reestablishment 
and expansion of trails

• ATV supports ongoing O&M

• Local trail group involvement



Cline Buttes Recreation Area, BLM

• Non-motorized funds 
awarded to Oregon 
Equestrian Trails, 
includes a new trail to 
separate equestrians 
from dirt bikers in a 
problem area

• Multiple motorized 
grants awarded to BLM 
for trailheads and 
access management



Restoration 
of Wildfire 
Impacted 

Trails



Coalition for Recreational Trails (CRT)

• Alliance of national and regional trail-related 
organizations

• Motorized & non-motorized

• Includes state and federal RTP representatives

• CRT builds awareness of RTP, advocates for 
preservation and expansion of program

• Recently: RTP Full Funding Act (SB811)

• Bi-annual RTP achievement awards, in 
partnership with American Trails

• CRT will call for proposals in 2026

• Prior award winners listed on American Trails 
website

2023 RTP Achievement Award winners, March 2024

CRT encourages inviting elected and congressional officials 
to ribbon cuttings and other events to grow awareness 



Oregon Trails Coalition

• Cooperative body of broad-based, statewide 
trail interests dedicated to supporting, 
promoting, and advocating for the 
preservation, development, and stewardship 
of a network of sustainable, world class trails. 

• Advisory council includes non-motorized, 
motorized, water trail representation

• Activities include:
• Monthly trail stewardship meetings

• Annual Recreation and Trails Summit

• Supporting training (First-aid and CPR, saw certification, etc.)

• Technical resources

• Legislative advocacy

Map and list of stewardship partners in Oregon, 
maintained by the OTC

Technical resources



Questions?
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